
I Found a Baby Mammal
What Should I Do?

Is the animal hurt or sick?
bleeding, limping, shivering, 

has eye or nose discharge 

Call SCWR 526-WILD

Can you find it’s nest or 
den?

Put baby in 
nest/den

Put baby in shallow box 
close to where you 

found it 
keep warm but out of 

direct sun

Watch for the mother to return for 
12-24 hours- Stay completely out of 

sight, the mother will not return if she 
can see you. Sometimes you may not 

see the mother but she is around. 
Check the baby for a full belly and 

check hydration- call SCWR 526-WILD 
with any questions

Did she return?

Leave the baby
It is ok

Call SCWR 526-WILD

Unable to reach a 
rehabilitator?

Place the baby into a 
box and keep in a warn 
dark place until you can 

reach an expert

The best care for a 
baby mammal comes 
from its parents. If a 
parent is around the 
baby needs to stay 

even if there are 
predators around.

It is illegal for anyone without a permit to care for 
wildlife even if the intention is to release it.

Do the right thing and call a professional
526-WILD(9453)

Baby Rabbits and Fawns
It is natural behavior for a mother deer or 

rabbit to leave their baby for long periods of 
the day while they forage.  Leave the baby 

where you find it for 24 hours and then check 
for a full belly. The mother will not return if you 

are in sight. You must leave the baby 
completely alone. Do not check on it 

throughout the day. Call SCWR with any 
questions or concerns 526-WILD
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